6          THE HISTORY OF THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE
Ostrogoths successively ravaged the Balkans, dangerous but
not fatal enemies, and passed on to dismember Rome's
provinces in the West. The weakness of Persia, likewise
harassed by the Huns, and the timely concessions made to
her by Theodosius I in the partition of Armenia (c. 384-7),
preserved the Euphrates frontier intact, while the ascendancy
of the barbarian magistri militum^ commanders of the Ger-
manized Roman armies, was twice broken at Constantinople,
by the massacre of the Goths in 400, and again by the employ-
ment of Isaurian troops as a counter-force in 471, Very
different was the fate of Rome. In 410 the city itself was
held to ransom by the Visigoths, and during the course of
the fifth century Britain, Gaul, Spain, and Africa slipped
from the Empire's weakening grasp. In 476 came the end
of the series of puppet emperors, and the barbarian generals,
who throughout this century had been the effective power,
assumed the actual government of Italy.
In the economic sphere the contrast between East and
West is yet more striking. Even under the earlier Empire,
the preponderance of wealth and population had kin with
the Eastern provinces. Banking and commerce were more
highly developed in these regions, and through them passed
the great trade-routes carrying the produce of Asia to the
Western markets. The prosperous cities of Asia Minor,
Syria, and Egypt were still, in the fifth century, almost
undisturbed by the invader, and their contributions, in taxes
or in kind, flowed in full volume to the harbours and
Treasury of Byzantium. In western Europe the machinery
of provincial government had broken down under the stress
of anarchy and invasion. Revenues were falling off; long-
distance trade was becoming impossible; the unity of the
Mediterranean had been broken by the Vandal fleet, and
even the traditional source of the corn-supply of the city of
Rome was closed when the Vandals took possession of
north-west Africa. With the establishment of the barbarian
kingdoms, the organization of a civilized State disappears
from the west of Europe. The centralized government of
Byzantium could levy and pay its forces, educate its officials,
delegate authority to its provincial governors, and raise
revenue from the agricultural and trading population of its